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DETAILED ACTION 



1. This communication is in response to the decision of the Board of Patents 
Appeals dated January 11, 2010. Claims 1-18 and 28-36 are pending in this application. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

3. The prior art of record (Harris US Pat. No. 6,014,635) discloses a system for 
providing a discount credit network. Harris discloses that a discount authorization 
processor is connected to the discount credit network and a database containing 
membership numbers and the associated transaction card accounts. The discount 
authorization processor is operatively connected to receive discount authorization 
requests from authorized merchants, correlate such requests, and issue a transaction 
request to that transaction card user. Upon receiving the signal the merchant then 
applies the discount to the transaction whereby the participant receives the discount. 

Even though, the prior art of record teaches a system for performing the above 
mentioned steps, the prior art of record fails to teach a method and a corresponding 
system for operating a discount debit card plan for processing of an eCard holder 
transaction by using a discount plan provider system responsive to a merchant's eCard 
holder related transaction data, crediting the merchant with the transaction amount 
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reduced by a merchant discount and debiting the eCard holder with the transaction 
amount reduced by an eCard holder discount, and crediting the difference between the 
merchant discount and the card holder discount as at least one fee to the discount debit 
card plan provider or its affiliates, comprising, a discount debit plan provider's terminal 
responsive to said transaction data for crediting said merchant's account with a 
merchant's discounted amount represented by said full transaction amount reduced by 
said participating merchant's discount and debiting said eCard holder's account with a 
eCard holder's discounted amount represented by said transaction amount reduced by 
said eCard holder's discount, as discussed on pages 6-8 of the decision of the Board of 
Patents Appeals dated January 11, 2010. For these reasons claims 1,10 and 28 are 
deemed to be allowable over the prior art of record, and claims 2-9, 11-18 and 29-36 
are allowed by dependency. 

Any comments considered necessary by Applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee, and to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for allowance. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hani Kazimi whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6745. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
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supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on (571) 272-6771. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-2 17-9197 (toll-free). 

/Hani M. Kazimi/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3691 



